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Elmer (Laura Mitchell’s Brother), Age 79 and
wife Florence Zander, Age 68
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Plan to Kill Elderly Couple Fozled/;"
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Police Thursday disclosed a
bizarre plot by three North
Side youths to Kill an elderly
Chicago couple with two golf
clubs and a baseball bat.

The motive. police said. was
o let one of the vouths con-
tinue forging checks on the
couple’s $150.000 bank ac-
count.

THE YOUTHS—aged 13,
15 and 18—planned to slay the
couple this week in the pair's
hideaway summer home at Fife
Lake in Traverse County.
Michigan. police said.

But Michigan state police.
alerted through a previous bun-
gled murder attempt by the
vouths. trapped and captured
them Monday in a rented cabin
near the elderly couple’s home.

The 13-year-old said he was
to get $500 and a Thunderbird
auto for his part in the Killings.

The 15-year-old boy was 1o
receive $2.000. he told police.

The  18-vear-old, a high
school drop-out. was-to-get-the
ChHance to continue check-forg-
iccording to his two ac-
complices.

Police identified the elderly

MICHIGAN

couple as Florence and Elmer
Zander of 2014 N. Sheffield.

Zander is secretary-treasurer
of the Zander-Reum plastering
contracting firm at 7 S. Dear-
born.

POLICE SAID the Zanders
left their Chicago flat unoccu-
pied May 1 in order to spend
the summer at the Fife Lake
home. ——

“The 18- year—old. Who knew
“the couple; obtained a key 10

. the Zander flat and moved in.

according to Youth Bureau of-
ficers Leonard Peterson and
Joseph-Bongiorno-

He was soon joined by the
13 -year-old. who ran away
from his home in the neigh-
borhood June 1. and the 15-
year-old, who lives several
blocks away.

Police said the three drove
up to Fife Lake June 5 to look
over the Zander home. then
drove back to Chicago.

THE TWO younger boys
said the 18-year-old master-
minded a plot that went this
way:

The trio. armed with a bat
and two golf clubs, would sur-
prise the Zanders in their sum-
mer home.

The 13-year-old would hit
the Zanders on the head with
the bat while the others were

Turn to Page 15,
Column 2
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~ Boys’ Plot
To Murder
Two Foiled

Continued from Page 1

in reserve if anything went
wrong.

Then the 18-year-old would
slit the Zanders' throats and
the 15-year-old would remove
their false teeth to prevent
future identification.

The youths then would drag
the bodies outside, burn them

and bury them.
The lS-year—old was to pro-
vide the “payoffs,” including

the cash and the Thunderbird,
for his accomplices.

POLICE SAID the three
drove up to Fife Lake a sec-
ond time on June 12, stole a
Zander auto there, and burst
into the Zander cabin, intent
on slaying the couple.

But a third person was pres-
ent in the cabin, according to
police, and the youths fled in,
confusion, abandoning the
stolen car.

A Michigan state police
stakeout of the abandoned
stolen car led to arrest of the
youths when they rented a
nearby cabin last Monday,

ready for their second murder
attempt.

THE ZANDERS, who knew

only about the stolen auto,

told police they were acquaint-

" ed with the 18-year-old and

didi’t want to press charges.

The two younger boys were
released and returned to Chi-
cago, but the 18-year-old was
kept in the:Traverse County
(Mich.) jail.

THE 15-year-old broke
down and told of the murder
plot when questioned here
Wednesday by Peterson and
Bongiorno. Then the 13-year-
old also admitted the plot.

The two younger boys are
being held in the Audy Home.
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: o BOYS REVEAL
~ PLOTTO SLAY
RICH COUPLE

Seized in Michigan,
Implicate 3d

A story of a plot by three Chi-
~ cago teen-agers to beat to
" death a wealthy Chicago couple
in their Michigan summer
home and burn their bodies is
under investigation by authori-
- ties bet]
The three were arrested Mon-
day night in a cottage near Fife
lake, 16 miles south of Trav-
erse City, Mich., when the
owner of the cottages in which
they were staying became sus-
picious and notified Michigan
state police. The police found
that the teen-agers’ car was
stolen.
Tell Cops of Plot
Two of the teens, Frederick
A. Smith, 15, of 2235 Clybourn
av., and George Marchand, 13,
of 644 Webster av., told of their
plan to Leonard Peterson and
Joseph Bongiorno, Chicago
youth detectives. They impli-
cated Horst Schmelz, 18, of 1008
Armitage av., and accused him
of being the ringleader. They
said they had lain in wait for
the couple four times, twice
here and twice in Michigan.
| In a police statement, the
| boys said they planned to beat
i to death Elmer Zander and his
wife, Florence, 2014 Sheffield.
av. They said that Schmelz had
forged $500 fo $1,000 in checks
in Mrs. Zander’s name in May.
Zander is secretary-treasurer
of Zander-Reum company, 7 S.
Dearborn st., plastering con-
tractors. He and his wife, who
have been in Michigan 'since
May 1, were planning fo return

-in-Michigan.-

to Chicago yesterday.

ys in Murder Pflot

Accordmg to the statement,
the teen-agers took advantage
of the Zanders’ absence to cash
the checks in currency ex-
changes and small groceries.
While Schmelz cashed the
checks, they said, one of the
others waited in the home fo
‘verify. them by telephone if

suspicion %%Se."
-Sehineizy-who-
lived across an alley from the
couple, developed the murder
plot early this month, and of-
fered Smith $2,000 and Mar-
-chand--$500 dnd a car to\hlep
him.
Tried on June 10

They said that they had at-
tempted to carry out the plan
June 10 but abandoned if
when the Zanders returned to
their M1ch1gan home Wlth a
friend:—

In all, they said, they sought
to  ambush the Zanders at
home twice in Chicago and
twice in Michigan. !

However, the statement said
that the crime was to be com-
mitted in Michigan. Schmelz
felt it would go undetected be-
cause of the Zanders’ two‘

& homes, the boys said.

- Smith and Marchand were re-
turned to Chicago ]uvemle au-
thorities. Schmelz, who is being
held in the county jail in Trav-
erse City, has been arraigned
on charges of auto theff. Bond
is $1,000. - ¢

Won Science Prize ¢

Police said Schmelz lived
with an uncle, Max Schmelz.
They said he attended Cooley
Vocational High school and in
1963 won a state-wide science
fair award in- Champaign. They
said he is regarded as a “‘near
genious” in elections.

According to police, Smith
attended Montefiore school, and
Marchand was a pupil af Ar-
nold school.
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